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1) tīvra-tīvra-shaktipāta — super-supreme-grace. This person:
• becomes perfectly Self-realized master 
• leaves their body at that very moment
• secretly appears in the deserving hearts of disciples

2)  tīvra-madhya-shaktipāta — supreme-medium-grace. This person:
• enters the state of Rudra Shakti Samāveśaḥ,1 and
• experiences spontaneous enlightenment.
• becomes completely and perfectly illumined (a prātibha guru).
• lives in this world for the upliftment of mankind.
• enlightens disciples with his divine touch or gaze  

3) tīvra-manda-shaktipāta — supreme-inferior-grace. This person:
• has the desire for going to the feet of a spiritual master, and 
• reaches a perfect master (prātibha guru) who purifies them through breath

4)  madhya-tīvra-shaktipāta — medium-supreme-grace. This person:
• reaches a master who is absolutely perfect, but,

• as the mind of this disciple is not perfect, a mere touch or glance will not bring them 
to enlightenment. So,

• the master initiates this disciple by giving a mantra, and teaching the proper way of 
treading. 

• This disciple becomes enlightened, but they are not completely satisfied with this 
enlightenment. However, when they leave their physical body, they obtain the results 
from that initiation and becomes one with Shiva. 

5) madhya-madhya-shaktipāta — medium-middle-grace. These disciples:

• have an intense desire for achieving the existence of Lord Shiva, and at the same 
time, they do not want to ignore the enjoyments of the world. 

• although they are initiated and realize their real nature as Lord Shiva, they enjoy the 
bliss of that state, along with the pleasures of the world. 

• But, as these worldly pleasures are not real pleasures, so, at the time of leaving the 
body, they enter into the kingdom of paradise (svarga loka) and enjoy all worldly 
pleasures to their entire satisfaction. 

• After they are fully satisfied, they don’t come down into this world, but are again 
initiated in heaven by their master, who is all-pervading. 

• Through this initiation they become complete and enter into the kingdom of Lord 
Shiva completely. 

1.  This master exhibits five great signs. See Secret Supreme, 10.67.
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6)  madhya-manda-shaktipāta — medium-inferior-grace. This disciple:

• has the desire for attaining the state of Lord Shiva and for experiencing worldly 
pleasures, however, the predominant desire here is for worldly pleasures. 

• They achieve Self-realization, but it is not complete because of the agitation of 
worldly pleasures.

• At the time of leaving the physical body, they go to svarga loka, where they enjoy the 
pleasures of the world fully.

• However, in heaven they don’t gain fitness for attaining full realization and therefore 
must be reborn again this mortal world.

• Then, from their very birth, they sentences their mind toward the fulfilment of Self-
realization.

• These aspirants live on earth for a short time, as Lord Shiva wants to carry them 
quickly to His own state. Therefore, they become absolutely complete in that short 
span of time, and in the end they enter into the transcendental state of Shiva. 

The above three medium intensities of grace take place in the field of aspirants living in the 
kingdom of Shiva dharma (i.e., they have the desire for achieving Lord Shiva). They have the 
inclination to achieve the state of Self realization at least half hourly during the day, and at 
least twice during the night. The remaining period they keep aside for worldly pleasures. 

7) manda section of shaktipāta — inferior grace. These aspirants:

• live in the kingdom of Loka dharma (worldly life), and desire for achieving Self-
realization only when the pains and pressures of this world become too much to 
bear. 

• At that moment, they want to abandon everything and leave this worldly life, but they 
cannot. But, as the grace of Lord Shiva also shines in them, in the end, which may 
take many lifetimes, they become one with the supreme being. 

Tantrāloka 13.245 gives the following details for the recipients of manda shaktipāta.

• manda tīvra shaktipāta’s get satisfied with worldly pleasures quickly and thereafter 
begin to pursue Self realization.

• manda-madhya-shaktipāta’s get satisfied after some time, before they pursue 
realization.

• manda-manda-shaktipāta’s only get satisfied with worldly pleasures after so many 
lifetimes, after which they also pursue Self-realization. 

Whichever way, because of the grace which comes from their contact with a real Shaivite 
master, the moment these aspirants are fully satisfied with worldly pleasures, they are 
thrown in the kingdom of God consciousness

This is the greatness of Lord Shiva’s grace—that no matter what intensity of His grace is 
with you, it will carry you to his nature in the end 
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